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Lincoln Avenue Academy 
Language Policy 

 
 
 
GUIDING BELIEFS 
At Lincoln Avenue Academy we believe that language is a foundation of learning. 
Therefore, we deliberately schedule language expression and learning throughout the 
curriculum and the instructional day.  Through language, students are enabled to 
communicate effectively, explore the academic and social environments, problem solve, 
express and value different perspectives and ideas, and frame their own identity.  
 
We believe that all teachers are language teachers. Through exploration of language, our 
students become independent thinkers, responsible global citizens, and effective 
communicators, able to grasp the nuances of our multilingual world. Our language 
approach is anchored in the idea that rich language instruction develops awareness of 
diverse cultures, varied perspectives, curiosity, and creativity and, as such, prepares our 
students to be internationally minded individuals who appreciate the richness of global 
diversity. 
 
Lincoln believes that an interdependence exists between the development of the learner 
profile attributes and language development are which elicits the following connections. 
 

PROFILE LANGUAGE IMPLICATION STATEMENT 
Knowledgeable We acquire vocabulary; learn to decode written words; 

learn to express through spoken and written language, 
sharing and demonstrating our knowledge. 

Caring We are aware of how language affects others and use 
language to convey ideas, provide support, and share 
our feelings. 

Open Minded We listen to and express differing perspectives; we respect 
individual differences in verbal ability, linguistic 
background and communication styles. 

Principled We understand that language has a powerful effect on 
others; we use language appropriately and responsibly. 

Risk Taker We venture to improve our language; we strive to learn 
new writing, reading and speaking skills through practice 
and feedback; we strive to acquire a new language, 
encouraged to experiment with new vocabulary. 

Balanced We express ourselves orally and in writing; we take turns 
with our communication and learn other languages in 
addition to our own. 

Thinker We use language to clearly, precisely and effectively 
express our thoughts, and consider the thoughts of others. 

Communicator We communicate in a variety of situations and in a 
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manner appropriate for the purpose and audience, using 
oral and written language and through traditional and 
technological tools. 

Inquirer We use language to acquire information and understand 
the world around us. 

Reflective We use language to reflect on our learning and 
experiences in order to support our learning and personal 
development.  

 
 
LANGUAGES OF INSTRUCTION 
The mother tongue, host language of instruction is English. Students are exposed to a second 
language, Spanish, from Kindergarten through the fifth grade. Spanish was selected as it is 
the most commonly spoken second language in our geographic area, and often used in 
work and social events. We consider math and the arts (visual and music) additional 
linguistic ways of expression, allowing students to express ideas, understand the world around 
them, and communicate with others. 
 
To guide students through language exploration, language learning encompasses both 
expressive and receptive oral, visual and written language. Language experiences are a 
part of each transdisciplinary unit of study, classroom interactions and school wide practices.  
 
INTEGRATION OF CORE BELIEFS  
To enrich the language experiences of our students, our core beliefs are integrated in all 
aspects of our school. 
 
We believe student’s best learn when provided opportunities to: 

• reflect on their own learning and the learning processes 
• self-assess and discuss their personal goals 
• write frequently across the curriculum 
• engage in research and exploratory activities in which learning is shared with wider 

audiences 
• participate in discussions and the exchange of ideas 
• read books on their own reading level 
• read books in their native language, as well as primary language of instruction 
• explore multiple perspectives and dialog with others 
• use music and art to express their ideas  
• experience a second language 
• experiment and manipulate the nuances of language 

 
We believe student’s best learn when teachers: 

• provide opportunities for students to practice language through meaningful, authentic 
experiences 

• carry the language learning and experiences across the curriculum 
• scaffold learning to meet each student’s language needs 
• encourage expression, both verbal and written, through presentations, discussions and 



3 
 

reflections 
• recognize and respect different ways in which students express themselves 
• encourage further development of their mother tongue 
• create a literacy and language rich physical environment 
• use positive reinforcement and feedback, providing ample opportunities for 

expression and language learning throughout the day 
• use a wide range of teaching strategies to teach language  
• include a balance of listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities 
• address differences in language development and experiences, as well as individual 

learning styles to differentiate instruction 
• use a wide range of research-based teaching and assessment strategies 
• create a safe and supportive environment that emphasizes individual needs and 

celebrates individual accomplishments 
 
 
FACILITATING LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION 
 
To facilitate language instruction at Lincoln Avenue Academy, teachers and staff will: 

• implement transdisciplinary units of study 
• facilitate learning by implementing language based activities across the curriculum 
• maintain classroom libraries accessible to all students and with ample books to meet 

students reading needs and levels 
• implement the Reader’s Workshop reading model with fidelity 
• implement the facets of our writing curriculum in all core and special subjects with 

fidelity 
• provide time for reflection on learning 
• model appropriate language use, such as grammar, syntax and vocabulary  
• model effective reading, speaking, writing and listening skills 
• engage students in cooperative discussions 
• express their feelings and opinions, and encourage students to do the same 
• confer with students regarding their learning and personal growth goals 
• encourage parental involvement 
• display, publish, and share student work 

 
SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS NATIVE LANGUAGE (MOTHER TONGUE SUPPORT) 
 
Lincoln Avenue Academy believes that developing a child’s mother tongue can foster 
English language acquisition, increase self-esteem, nurture cultural identity and offer a way 
to appreciate the complexity and richness of culture.   
 
Lincoln’s are encouraged to communicate and develop their native language. For student’s 
whose mother tongue is one other than English, daily support will be provided, including both 
the opportunities for acquisition and improvement of English and support for continuous 
growth in all academic areas. English as a Second Language (ESL) students receive 
differentiated English language instruction through their classroom teacher.  The instruction 
occurs in an inclusion classroom.  Students receive ESL services until proficiency is achieved.  
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These students are assessed annually and monitored throughout the year in their classroom.  
Student work is modified and individualized accommodations are implemented as needed.   
 
 

• Teachers educating English Language Learners are required to hold the ESOL (English for 
Speakers of Other Languages) Endorsement, under the Florida Consent Decree. Those 
teachers not holding such credential will begin a series of five 60-hour courses to complete the 
Endorsement in the required time. 

• All teachers note in their lesson plans and use appropriate strategies for English Language 
Learners in daily instruction. Those strategies include, but are not limited to the following: 

o Instructional, assessment and curricular accommodations based on the English 
language proficiency 

o Intensified and adapted vocabulary instruction (for example – interactive word walls, 
vocabulary notebooks) 

o Use of visual representation and graphic organizers throughout the curriculum 
o Work in a cooperative learning setting that allows students to immerse in and use 

language 
• The school provides communication to parents in major languages, and, in collaboration with 

the district ESOL department, translation services, to assure communication flow and inclusion 
of linguistically diverse families. 

• The school library includes book titles in various languages or such titles can be acquired 
through Interlibrary Loan Agreements.  

 
SECOND LANGUAGE LEARING OPPORTUNITY 
 
We believe that the early exposure to a second language is key to second language 
learning and effective communication in the future.  To facilitate the implementation of 
second language learning, Lincoln Academy has designated a teacher who is a native 
speaker of Spanish, with the task of researching approaches and supporting implementation 
of the second language curriculum.  
 
Second language exposure will begin in Kindergarten and will be implemented at all grade 
levels.  Students will be provided a 45-minute, weekly block for Spanish language learning.  
We view second language acquisition on a continuum, in which each child progresses at his 
or her own pace and level of comfort. In Kindergarten, students will be exposed to language 
through songs, kinetic movement, and audio/video exposure.  In grades 1-5 students will 
utilize the Hola Mundo Cambridge leveled approach. As the levels progress, the vocabulary 
and syntax will become increasingly sophisticated, enabling students to express themselves 
in the second language based on their individual developmental rate. 
 
Cultural awareness and understanding will be embedded in our language learning, as well 
as fostered through transdisciplinary units and school-wide activities.  
 
We believe that teaching a world language empowers our students to: 

• appreciate cultural diversity  
• prepares out students to become open-minded citizens 
• connect with other cultures and build tolerance 
• develop an early advantage to practice and develop their foundational language 
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knowledge 
• nurture their natural curiosity 
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